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Year, Journal of Eastern African Studies, (2011),p.596& 602, available
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* John M. Cohen, "Ethnic Federalism" in Ethiopia, Northeast African Studies, New Series, Michigan
State University Press,Vol. 2, No. 2 (1995), p.159 available athttps://www.jstor.org/stable/41931208,
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a9 Fhhde  ATSIE O19T hETE PP A P@aC AfPLN LI5A: 18 PHY
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12 Jon Abbink, supra note 4, p.604-709;Alemayehu Fentaw, Infra note 51, p.69; Engidashet Bunare, Infra
Note 61,p.50-51
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!4 Adegehe, A.K., Federalism and Ethnic Conflict in Ethiopia: a Comparative Study of the Somali and
Benishangul-Gumuz Regions, DPhil Thesis, Leiden University, (2009) p.266,
http://hdLhandle.net/1887/13839Last Accessed on 12-08-2018)
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on 3-1-2019)

'7 Yonatan Feseha, The Orginal Sin of Ethiopian Federalism, University of the Western Cape, (2016), p.4
available at

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/311732068 The Original Sin of Ethiopian Federalism/link
/5a6adb2da6fdcc2aedee336b/download Last acsessed on 3-1-2019)
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2! Yonatan Feseha, supra note 17, p.4.
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AAA ChLEPTF W1V NF ASTE CHPPL havP'1-9° AL PaAA- N9°9° (LY NchC N9
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POCH 25%F Pav<H 23.3%F TISH 7% 91AG hI® 1% A8 U-9° hoDé- 22.1%5 hCT° 12.8%F Christophe Van der
Beken, Ethiopia: Constitutional Protection of Ethnic Minorities At The Regional Level, Africa Focus,
Vol. 20, (2007) p.126, available at
https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/50e9/1e7eadd3d584 1 ffbel8bfc50abdd791adefa.pdf Last acsessed on
3-1-2019) .

B e RA@ £19959.9° PATATIA-TIH AAA 1 o3 INT(1995) A%bR 27 available at www.chilot.com
Last acsessed on 24/6/2018)

%6 Temesgen Thomas, The Politics of Ethnic Identity and Conflicts Under Ethnic Federal System in
Ethiopia, Journal of International Politics, Volume 1, Issue 2, 2019, p.21-22, available at
https://www.sryahwapublications.com/journal-of-international-polics last accessed 12/10/2019
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% Temesgen Thomas, supra note,27 p.21-22.

3 1d,p.24.

3! Yonatan Feseha, supra note 17, p.8

i, heru-

3 Gebremichael Mesfin, Federalism and Conflict Management in Ethiopia, Case Study of Benishangul-

Gumuz Regional State, p. 34, avilable at http://hdl.handle.net/10454/5388, Last accessed on
06/01/2019 & Yonatan Feseha, supra note 17
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35 HY, nOTU- PR 48 G WP 62(3)

36 Uy, nTU- WFPR 62(6).

37 04,201 P°NCOAT ATIMGNCS HI0CS YALTET AoHCHC POMN APE £TC 251/1993 F 1,947 I (1993).
33Uy, noTu- AR 19.

Uy, n U AR 19(1).
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LU APE AL NHCHC Pheoom@- AAT®- P9°HCNE ATH.C +99C NAAAT
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3! Alemayehu Fentaw, conflict management in the Ethiopia Multi-national federation, MA Thesis,
European University center for peace studies, (2009), p.69, available at
https://www.academia.edu/664527/Conflict Management in_the Ethiopian Multi-
national FederationLast accessed on 06/01/2019)

52 Asefa Feseha, infra note,152 , p. 384

%3 Alemayehu Fentaw, Supra Note 51, p.69.
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%3 Zerihun Berhane and etal, Does Federalism Reduce Ethnic Conflict? Evidence From the Ethiopian
Experience, Ethiopian Journal of the Social science and humanties, p.114 avilable
athttps://www.ajol.info/index.php/ejossah/article/view/18 Last accessed on 14/11/2018
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%% Lubo Teferi, the Post 1991 Inter Ethinic Conflict in Ethiopia p. 66 and Infra note 61, p. 49
’7 Adegehe, A K., Supra note 14 p. 265

%% Muhabie Mekonnen, Ethnic Federalism: A Means for Managing or a Triggering Factor for Ethnic
Conlflicts in Ethiopia? Inter. J. Polit. Sci. Develop (2015) P. 392, avilable at
http://www.academicresearchjournals.org/IJPSD/Index.html Last accessed on 10-11-2018)

%% Adegehe, A.K., Supra note 14,p.261 A9°A4A, £AA NA4CF NATIAS NACTLE NAA A1¢6-0F AONPTF 9°
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% Bekalu Atnafu ,Ethinic Federalism and Conflict in Ethiopia, African Journal on conflict resolution,
Vol. 17, No. 2, (2017) p. 51 avilable at https://www.researchgate.netLast accessed on 1-3-2019)

¢! Engidashet Bunare and et al, Proposed New Ethiopian Government Administrative Boundary System
for Unified Nation Building p.50-51,https://welkait.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/Last Accessed on
10-20-2018)
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Minorities in the Context of Ethno-National Federation in Ethiopia,Utrecht Law Review, Vol. 13,
(2017) p. 175-176, avilable at https://www.ssrn.com/abstract=3089615 Last accessed on 1-10-2019)

% Adegehe, A.K., Supra note 14, p.266
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% 1d,p. 49-50

% Engidashet Bunare, Supra Note 61, p.53
57 Alemayehu Fentaw, Supra note 51, p.67
% Lubo Teferi, Supra note 56, p.66

% Bekalu Atnafu Taye supra note 60 P.50
™ Adegehe, A.K., Supra note 14, p.266

"' Ethiopia: Ethnic Federalism and its Discontents, Crisis Group Africa Report No.153, 4, (2009),p.24-25,
avilable at https://www.files.ethz.ch/isn/105633/153 _ethiopia_ethnic_federalism.pdfLast accessed on
1-10-2018)

™ Adegehe, A.K., Supra note 14, p. 264
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The Constitutionality of the Administrative Border and Identity
Commission

Tegegne Zergaw"

Abstract

In Ethiopia, in the past years, many questions have been raised in relation
to claims of identity, self-administration, and administrative border that
have led the country to a bloody conflict, instability, disruption of peace
and security, and anarchy. As part of a solution for these problems, the
federal government has enacted a law that established the Administrative
Border and Identity Commission. Following the enactments of the
establishment proclamation, *** there is strong opposition against the
establishment of the commission by claiming that is not constitutional to
establish such kinds of commission in the presence of other duly and
constitutionally established institutions. Even one region of the country has
passed a decision that makes the proclamation non-effective in that
particular region claiming that it conflicts with the constitution. Therefore
this study aims at assessing the constitutionality of the Administrative
Border and Identity Commission and to evaluate the critics against it. To
do this the researcher examined and analyzed the Constitution of the
Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, other relevant laws of the
country and the existing institutional practice. Accordingly, the findings of
the study revealed that the critic against establishing the commission that
solely bases on its conflict with the Constitution is unacceptable and
baseless. It is because of the fact that the commission does not have the
effect of replacing the existing duly established constitutional institution as
long as such constitutional the House of Federation, the institution
constitutionally mandated with the issues in discussion, has still the final
say over the recommendation of the Commission. Except for few gaps and
some minor problems, the establishment of the Commission is not in
conflict with the Constitution rather than supporting and strengthening the
constitutional mechanisms. Hence, if properly utilized and duly constituted,
the Commission will play enormous roles in the national efforts to find a
lasting solution for those questions and conflicts by investigating the root
causes of the problem and providing research based recommendations.

Key words: 1dentity, Administrative border, Self-administration, Constitutionality,
House of Federation
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