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Abstract 

This study consists of an assessment of the works of Saint Yared  especially his  hymns, 
most of the resource materials were obtained from different libraries and archives. The 
researcher studied the Ṭana Qirqos Dəggwa, “a book of hymns without-notation” for his 
M.A. Thesis, he has also made reference to the biography of Saint Yared as a source for 
this study.     
 
An assessment has been made of books relevant to the subject, in Amharic, Gə‘əz and 
English, including M.A. Thesis’s, PhD dissertations and articles; five versions of Saint 
Yared′s homily and hagiography and eighteen other works have been assessed. The main 
focus of this study was to resolve the controversies surrounding the biography of Saint 
Yared and to show the differences and similarities of the different currently available 
published works.  Meanwhile, the  views challenging the historicity of Saint Yared and 
his authorship of the melodical composition passing through the generations to our time, 
have been assessed. 

The study concludes with an analysis of the theologically expressed universal thoughts of Saint 
Yared, as expressed in his books and preaching, with their message of peace and love.  
Furthermore, evidence is presented that the Gə‘əz Qəne  ²Gə‘əz lyric² which characterizes 
the erudition, skill and philosophy of the traditional scholars originated in the composition 
of melody. 
 
It is verified here, as a new finding, that the compositions of Saint Yared′s hymn originated 
in Amharic poems. As proof of this, from two verses to six verses of lyrical hymns have 
been quoted as examples. On other hand, eight poetic hymns selected from  the Dəggwa ² 
book of hymns² representing the structures of Amharic poems are presented as an 
example of the  style of Amharic poems, namely: Buḥe bälu bet, Yäkäbädä bet, Wädaj 
zämäde bet, Mädina bet, Sängomägän bet, Yäwäl bet,  Yäṣäggayä bet and Yä-Yoḥänəs 
bet. All these are examples of the style of Amharic poem. 
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10  Taddese Tamirat, Church and State in Ethiopia 1270-1527, (Great Britain; Oxford University Press, 1972), p.121. The 
invasion of  Motelomi must have taken place in the first half of the Thirtheenth Century.  Ü5Ns �Y� &0�� 
Ê�5/T �G3 6(� (8(�� �74X 2x� �T99 

11 Belay Mekonnen, (2011), ‹‹A Philological and Historical Analysis of Ṭana Qirqos Dəggwa.››. MA. Thesis, Addis Ababa 
University (unpublished)  ‹‹j� w �� �¹›› &,©/T +W� 0(� (8(�� �74X K�r 5�i &$�� 
5Y7JØc99  
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��f�T+99 K�_} ‹‹�+�� �]�� k4›› &(<c s���� k4 (��G� 
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19 �lÔ £�� �lÔ ��Ic �(3:�� �¹ &5�<& 4 �+ K�rsfv Vb {&`� �< ��£ ^l 5<� ��] 
�¹ (+n  &�.² 0.+. 0;� �&< �Jv®ST �JYT/c99 

20 ‹‹�&(]WVL 3��� f'T¨�� 5��� �lÔ £� ��lÔ ��Ic �n�� 4K+�� k4 ��{� �TûZ 
+c�� 6�¹››99 &0¸ f'T¨�� 6(� (�J�� �lÔ £�� �lÔ ��Ic 5<� k4 0]w�D �n�� 
�¹� +c�� 4678� 8(|99 

21 I +�� �cr @��� (�.)� fE ��99 ‹‹���ì � K3 �^� &��4� 5:�5 N� u3 KJ_�`a  3	
� ���99›› ��  ¢k+ 
u3 KJ_�`a  ((�i�Q k4) 3	
� ��� &��4� 5f3{3� s� �&|99  

22 �`5 4 �+ �1¯ (\/ )� @�AB� ��� $��D� <nND� (�;� �&<� 45s� ^� �c5{b1+�  
,�.�Â)� fE -.³�99 
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»35/T �ýM23 ���� rJÜ K�(c:�99 ‹‹3��� k4 +�õ Ê � �T99 
3(8(�� ¢k &Ê � 53 +c�� �3T� k4  4678�� [4678�] 

s�f 3� IG�+ Ê �Q �T99 ...	
� ��� 	
� IG�+� k4 :�< 
��{¥�� K�r 54Y �f(�c99 IG�+ k4 :Ê � �cR &(' +��	 
�`�5 � �?��� 5�¯G[ �& 99›› 
 

:_« ��5�1` 7  5(����� �3T ¥' (Y�+ �399″The church music, which   
was further elaborated by Yared at a later period, is most probably of Syrian origin″. 
&$�� 6(�� br+ `N &��� 5678T/5f3�T ^5 � �?�� (P�  
+�c<�+ +�õ :Ê � �T9924 :G `N 5{b�� ��G� &�TM� �� � 
�]Y� :(jc�� &EFG+ 1G§ ��&`�T ��� 53 �f  Ei]c99 3+� 
�Ö? 43� ��®c+99 $�T :+� 5��5T �Ö�? +� (Y� �'ST? 
sc �x�c99 &(Y� 5rJR �cbY& 0;� ��` rJÜ K�r Jc �(3�:� 
�É{�c�99 
 

 . 	
� ��� »3�5�Q ��5+n§ . 	
� ��� »3�5�Q ��5+n§ . 	
� ��� »3�5�Q ��5+n§ . 	
� ��� »3�5�Q ��5+n§ 
             .U. �W4r +�ñ��  .U. �W4r +�ñ��  .U. �W4r +�ñ��  .U. �W4r +�ñ��     
    

‹‹ì¥ �� 3�`� ì¥ �� 3�c�� ì¥ �� 3(�i� 	
� b!sì 3EA� 
14 #YY99 �&!J+ � �A 3�� 6:( �f`  J`� 3r`5�99›› 3�` 
+�7� �f<c� 3�c� +�7� �f<c� 3(�i� 	
�+ +�7� �f<c 
(:6�Yr Î( �¹)99 &43� 	
� ��� � 1�� 8(Y &+�ñY �'�� &�� 
G$Y� �T99  k4 � 1� 3�+�� +�ñ�5 ^5 � �?��+ ("Y� �T99  
 

‹‹��+� &�`� ���+� &�c�� ���+� &(�i� 	
�� ��+� 6�5 �'�� 
��
 TK� �+'� G�+99›› &�` K�+�3�� &�c�+ K�+�3�� &(�i� 
	
�+ K�+�3�� �«� Ê���� K�+�3�99 &n'½� &<� �� &(3d�� 
&�flP G�+ ��� �+'� (x�� K�+�3� (:P4�) K�3 &k4ú +�ñY 
�'�� ��5+Y�c99  
 

‹‹5�cr &5�' (3d�� `F5 cr� K4 �+ K+ 	��� ��Jc99›› 	�( 
03+ �3 K�� :�` 5f� :	��� ��Jc 4 �+ 3(3d� &sf< cr� 
5�3r (:cr� �¹) `N +�ñY �7½� �`��c�c99  
 

‹‹&cr� 5�3��� �&$+b� 5{(	�� @�� � �[� t& ��L �	Y&�99›› 
&cr� 5�3��� &$+b�+ 5{(	� ((�i� 	
�� c��� �f��)� @�� 
� �[� �r �<� �bY&�/���Yb� (:cr� �¹) &43� +�ñY $+b�� 
1`dc�c99 ‹‹Yf�: &ã�� �5 ¤� f�:� :( 3� 5�&� �7: 	
1 �r(: 
��Y :( ��J��99›› 3K/ 	
� �7n� �1{� 6��� ��  r+n�+ ��3� 
6�� &è  &G'Õ ��n� ¬�n+ 5:i5/5&� (Î( �¹ :b!+ �� ) K�3 
+�ñY � <�� �(jc99  
 

‹‹l? W3� ¾<� ¯��L� �A+ ��#IL� K�( :i3� ���5 _�L� 
��`�� T�5 G��L99›› �Æ b� �'	 r��T b� ��99 ��#IT/
(�#�+ l� �T99 ��� ���� :GN�c�� �r r��T+ ��f`[�c� 
(:¯�� �¹) `N +�ñY ��#I ���� �+c[� ��G[ ��5+�c99  
 
 
23 f`Y A��� f`Y 4 �+� � ��� &@�AB� (,�.�U)� fE �U99 
24 Sergewe Hable Silassie (Dr), Ancient and Medival Ethiopian History to 1270 (Addis Ababa; United Printers,     1972), p.121  
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� ��� ���� ���� ���� ��  !"# $��  
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‹‹��5 &14�� ���5  &+� � ���5 &<�  6��57`Z� 3ã� G$Y� 
K+ �E�i +�  ��c� 5G��� 3W&�:99›› G$Y��� »� :+�  ! ® 
+�1<�<ST ��5 &14� �3n� &+� + �3n� &<� + �3n99 3cWc�n 
G�� 3T+ (+W�G - � 05 � �+) K�3 +c0���  b�� ��+ +�W 
&ã3� (x�� K���Y! �r f�c99  
 

 .². �3 	��� ��Jc 4 �+� �3 	
� (�bc �'� V	 +� �'c .². �3 	��� ��Jc 4 �+� �3 	
� (�bc �'� V	 +� �'c .². �3 	��� ��Jc 4 �+� �3 	
� (�bc �'� V	 +� �'c .². �3 	��� ��Jc 4 �+� �3 	
� (�bc �'� V	 +� �'c????    
 

	
� ��� K�r 	
� IG�+ Ê �Q »� 3	��� ��Jc 4 �+ �3T� 
�`  3(f�6` �� � 1� K�rx� s�(�T� ��b� ` ì� (8(�� 
`�(3:� ‹‹	��� �`ûW�� �`�� �� ��� �` � �cWc�� ��b� 
` ì� (¾ f ���� �4¤rY (3d� 	��5 	
��…›› 	���� `ûW� p� 
5(1f�X� 5<Y�X� :& X� :G :G �cX� ` ì� (T¼ ���� 
(1'c �X99 �+'�� �3�X K(^�D� ��Jc 4 �+ :53* 53X 
(3d� 4r��+ �X �'c99   
 

K�r ^5 � �?��D� ��5+n§ 	��� ��Jc 4 �+ &51j� �`  
‹‹(��5 ij� (cWc5 G·��›› :ij� &�D :G·�� &'� ��99 
:Ê �QT 	
� IG�+ +�7�25 &sb�Y` (c~ 	
� ��� ��(1J��� 
‹‹34 �+ 02 �`�� K+ � ¤ �K+ Û�� �Í= '��99›› 4 �+ �`� :G 
�'c� :ÄYu� :Û�� r+ J<e �+�c K�3 ����� 6�^� 5{	Ü �����c99 
  

	
� ��� &k4 � 1� T�$ 3	
� (�bc26 1M �� 1$[�c99 ‹‹� K3 
�^� 3Wû� �(c~? �3Wû� &¾3 �f`|? @brÑ� r� ��  3WÛ (�b�? 
�&K�5P ��� �(cd99›› W�Ä� �(c�'DL�? 3W�Ä�� &0c �:`�'DL� 
s�� 1�D ��99 W�Ä� (�b�� :&Y r� i�X�� �cbr1T+/
�':&YT+? �3_n+ K/ (�b�� K�(c:]3�/K�:`Y]3�27 `N 6+§3�c99 
  
‹‹��Jc 4 �+� (�bc �` � +�7� &P[<S]c›› s� 1�D 5�à� 
&0¸ 6 0 �W�` (,©.�Â-,©.Ã) 6(� �3x�� _« $�� �67� �« (P�  
Ú' VuT�� rY�� �x�c sc J+� �&YT99 	
� ��� ��+ 
&br+� K � 5:�AD 5rY1 (x�� �$	T 4Y7f$ ®3T &0�� 
0�5/T +W� 0(� (8(�� �74X 5�iT� ‹‹j� w �� �¹›› 
3»35/ ;J� ��{� �«� (P�  :(�bc (P�  :54 �'f�T �T99  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
25 ‹‹02 �`� 34 �+ K+ ãN� 	
��� K�( �c� d�� 35��R u3 �`9››9 KJ_�`a  �` uc 

p�T� KJ_�`a  �c�� 3(b&c (3(û��) &uD� 5678D p� 5fv�3D� 4 �+ �`� :L�+ 
	
�� &'� �T� :G �3 �T (T!� 4 �+ 6Y�W)99 

26 ‹‹��fY (�b�1 3� �4� W&r �(�N�99 �3�= 3K3 �(� (�bc: ( � �~��›› (�b� �f  
34�+�� Üv�� �T99 3+�+�&� 3K/ J� t�'D� �T99›› `N &WPc k4 6+§3�c99 (:A��� �¹ 
6(�bc)99 ‹‹6A+ (�bc �"� 03( K�5 &c�&�� 4 �+ �]:� 3� �?�� d�� W&99›› l�T 
(�bc (l� +�:`YT (�bc) &tñ�� �riT�� lfT� 03+ �#(Y� d'� ��j99 
&4 �+ r+ J<� �&�� 3� �?��D :G� (��#I) x�ST99 K�3 &J$4Q ��+ 	o�Q (P�| 
K(^�D�� (�bc� ��5<`§�S]c (:A��� �¹ 6(�bc)99 

27 (�bc+ � �[� 5`N �3 s5Yå+ �ú99 
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     . . (5 ó( (��G� . . (5 ó( (��G� . . (5 ó( (��G� . . (5 ó( (��G�    
        

(5 ó+ ��c ���� (E�¯Q $	� ��\ s�`�� ��+ s5Yó+ 
43� �x��  �fY (3d� (+n  �&YT 	
� ��� k4 � 1�� ��67� 
	
�� (��G�� � 1� +�� �� ¬ � Ç+ K1{ K�r5{b(<ST 
5fc
c99 $	ÑD� �{b+ rJÜ &�`l/T ]�T� �`$ ��+ G� ���� 
��3	 &�� �f'3E �{b+<S]c99 �«�+ s�r J 3k4T +jo 
K�;�44 �x�� � 1�� �b�Y`+ 	o�Q �r f]c99  
 

»3� (E�G 	
�Q $	ÑD�28 :`�� K� :�;� Å!� ��\ K�¨� 
K�!b��ST� ��� i{� 5{	Ü &J$4Q (P�| ��Jc 4 �+� K�¨� 
K�r �r�� K�(c:�99  
 

 	�� 3K�5 502 �7�     :»�+ 3+�cb] �7 	��  
 (�t=� 3�G� ��799          3�G�� 3�7 (�¿=� 3x�DT99 
 K�(  �¾� G�Qì        (�f\D] b� �3x� 
 ��u�  �T ���       r7J 1�D �é
<S]c� 
 �¿$�� ��W���99       �Ö 1�D J� ���S]c99 
 6K�&3 �`�� J`5�         ��f� :(�Y�] ��b�Ü� 
 �"�* G�5�       (�f
� ��5���� 
 �i� 3�� K(	r� Y�I5�    :(	r� Y�I�� �c�'DL 6���  
 (�t=5 �^lQ5 KÜ 	��599   (�t=�� ^l +�x� 	��� K���99 
 

&¥' &~c �fY +E��� &46:  ‹‹"3��›› 3s<3T � 1� 5{b(T� 
$	� rJÜ K�(c:5T99 ‹‹&3� 6�^ ^5 K��Ic K���3099 �0�r ��� 
� �[� TK�99 � � �! ��( &E� W��L �÷��� 3('K�� &u3 
b �99›› :_« '� &3� s3T K��Ic �f�D/�P�D �ST99 ��� 5�c 
��+ � �[� �T99 �A �A �A! b{§T &rY1 ¢k ('K��� :(3:� �+û 
7  �c�S]c `N &4`��� 6+§�c99  
 

:@���� $	� ��\ ��� � ó+� 4`��� 1{&�� (P�  ��(Y+  
rJÜ K�;« �'c99 ‹‹&:( �^ @���� �2� �L �� � KJ_�`a  T�5 
+�Y J`E 5û�� ;& r(� bVc99 r(�1 6�^ �K?î ��Jc 6�63[ 
&6<� 3�4�Ic99›› K�p KJ_�`a  &ij� r(� 5b+è �r J`E 
�(jc/�� !c99 (K�:_n �2 KJ_�`a  @���� ��2�Q uc �T99) 
r(�+ s'� �4�Ic� &8 <] 5ë:(DT ��Jc [4 �+] ��d ...  
K�3 �5Yó(]c99 ���� $	�31 &4�{ � J$+ +jo &(�{� K�¨� 
K�r5{b(&�+ K�(c:�99   
 
 

28 �. ‹‹	�� 3K�5 502 �799 �¾; K�5 ���� G�5 K�nY��99›› �f  J� 3+�&c{T �7 	�99 rJÜ+ 
+��3]� (�f� ��5+�DÚ3L99 U/ �§.,² � ³U99   

  3. ‹‹(� K�: {2` ��acA 3P��? K�(  �¾� G�QL 3KJ_�`a  ��u� �T ��� �¿$�� 
��W���99›› �«� �f  s��5Tc {2`� s�TbT+ ��5]� 4� �T? KJ_�`a  
 (�f\D b��D �ST99 ��u�+ �é
<S]c99 ¿$�� J� ����<S]c99 p� ,© �,99   

29 ‹‹�K+ &3� �K+| �+�VL99 K+ :( d� 0Eu �~( �ÉE' 3+3(  5�+| :( b & 4WY�99››  
+�¥T� :&3� W��99 ¼G] 3131� 	{c]+ 3(3( K�r p� K�p (:  K�r rY1 �Tu'DL99 
4ª. �© � ³²99 

30 �« t�3 uc &4ª�� ��£c  !4 ���+� � ¹� '� �f/c99 
31.‹‹�d� K+ �¤Y `�¤ (]Wc c�b �� �(E� t& �¿QL99 � K �4Ü� �Y:& `K� J`�½ K�6 

�6`è 3��
 W`�Q K+ �¿QL rwb K��Ic99 ���Y 3÷ �3÷ ��c� 6 K� �b5N 3P~ J`�Q 
�ri� T�5 �Õ99››  :`� b� &Ú' K�;} x�99 �� �rf99 �r ���Ü�+ (j99 (:�ST�+ 
5(3:599 J`E+ 1T :���Ü� :K��Ic c�D ��
� W`�Q 1T �(� �99 �;�� �;« 
5(3:599 4��+ �'+99 J`�QT� fr3T99 &�ë] T�$+ b&YT99  6Û ² � ,U - , 99 

&'� ()�� �*+ � 	
� ��� ���� ���� ���� ��  !"# $��  
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;& �K'i K��Ic �� K+ 	�( �~� �'½�  
�cI Kr� K�6 ��&�� YÅ� &T�5 G�½�  
b53 J`�½� ��� W`�½99 
 

�� &`�t� K��I'T�� '� {<w/(�G� :(x� ��b�Ü »3� ��\D/
¬&�D �j� &(�f� '� �f�� W`�QT� [�f��] ��� J`�QT� fr3T99 
��~� 	c`� �� ¬ &J$� �	 ��c99 34��� + $	� (JK�) "4 
u'� ��� �x�� J$4Q (P�| J� 09 u'� `® �T �6T99 ‹‹&T�5 
G�½›› &s3T �YJ+ ‹‹fjs ����›› s<3T� :C�CT � 0� �i�f{ 
�f'3E 5{	�c99 &T�5 G��� &T�5 G� 43� �&Y&�99 ‹‹G�½››� 
5{b( J$� +� �+�� K�!�j �T99 
 

‹‹!J4Q ���›› s<3T �< ¢A ¢� 67�¼+ b!sT� V	 �5Y¹å+ 
�c� 5:�N� :(E�G 	
� {	Ñ32 :_} s:53T� (P�  K�r 
�678 ��(�c99 ‹‹�'W= t"Y �(�N� � ��= @��c ��ÜÜ[� ��	 
`K� 6��½:c &ij�L99 (�r ��l` @��c �2ä[� �Y]��� 
@���c�� ��	 `K� K4Wf� �(�$99›› ]� r�7� f3< �(�3]c� 
G'Õ+ V��+(T ��Dc+� &ij�T s�(� rf//��	 1T ��l` 
��� V�ë�iT ��Dc+99 :<2�D+ ��&Y�&�+� rJ 1T ::&</:�$(� 
�(cjc &43� &0¸ 0+r EA� (, .¡-, .³¡) :G5/ (�f'��� �r� 
3rY1&� 3��� 3��� &�N5 s�Ic 5rY1 K�( 303+ �T (�+¥ �U 
b� �¹ 5(c:�)99 
 

 .©. 1'+� G	  1<Å .©. 1'+� G	  1<Å .©. 1'+� G	  1<Å .©. 1'+� G	  1<Å    
    

	
� ���� k4 � 1� ��(Y+  �3 1'+ �� �«c �}� �3 G	  
�� �«c 1&: 3+99 _« $�� �	�2 ‹‹j� w �� �¹››� 3»35/ 
;J� 4�� EFG ��{�  �¹T� (P�  É$§�c99 &_n+ ("Y� 
&j� w �� �¹ :{	''T �¡.�² (P�   T�$ ,©.È© 1'+ (P�  
�T99 ‹‹(Ea5 $&` �¹›› 	O &x�T `�� �¹ :{	''T *�-.Ã  
(P�  T�$ ,9.�U 1'+ 5(PJüc99 :�² � K�5 �¹ (K�r ‹‹j� w �� 
�¹›› $�� �©) ���  1'+ � � &([/ �1' ‹‹j� w �� �¹›› 0�� 
�+�� :([ (,-%)� ‹‹(Ea5 $&`›› 	O &p�T �¹33 0�� �+�� 
�$` Ê�� :([ (,-. %) �T99 :_} &'� 5{b1T 1'+ �tP 	
� 
��� `® �T 43� J� ��®c+99 +����+ :K � &Ú' 5�à� K �� 
�"Y G�� (
�) 5:5�  Ú' VuT�� &6(�ST &�¹T '� 0!;� 
(P�  (	
� ���� k4 {`� &4E��) K�rÄ(|&� �3s�(� �T99 
&_«+ �!� '� ��!�� $�� "| +L�� ��5��ST� 1$5T&�c9934  
 
 
32 ‹‹c�= E�W :( K`� �'W99 �3K(= 5(�{ ��+K ã� ��Q�� �K��� �6����� ;& +� 99 

�3K(= {&� ã��T �c`1 t�� K��� :( #K  &t^L99 �` � :( Wû `ò`ò99 @�1�§ b�5 
` �99 �K`�Ï :( �" 99›› c� K�r ]� r�7� r�r� �T99 &5(31+ ¢k ��Q�� K��� �i��99 
&+� + '� s�b�b� L� �ë&��99 1�G� è � G'Õ� (T¢�+ 2�fç� +�+ ��r ��+99 &K � 
6�� (T¢�� `Y� c`� K�r f3< �ST99 ��+ K�r �b6 K�Ä� �T99 �� G'Õ V&�T ��Dc+99 
���G ��7AD+ & � 6�� K�r f3< �ST99 @A ÈU � ,-- �99 

33 _« $�� �	�2 &,�.Ã² 0.+. �iT `�� �¹ �T99 
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59 Belay Mekonnen,  (2011926)   The verb a‘əräfä has different contextual meanings. It means "rest from heavy duties."  In    

another context it means died or stopped living” For example, the Synaxarium, a collection to commemorate different saints, 
says ‹‹�&l? W3� �WYi �< V<��›› ′and on this day Abba Libanos passed away.′ It does not use the verb ‹‹Ü5››  ′
died′. Because it is believed that the death of good men (saints) is passing from this world to the eternal life. It is thus con-
sidered as rest and not death.²  {	3c <3 (c~ :_n $	� +�Y!T �+ �f  ‹‹�WYi›› s3T J� :�7 
��+ 0Yi 43� �p�� &¥' 0T� rJÜ Ü5� :_n ¾3+ 53 43� �T99 ���� � f�'�  ‹‹�WYi›› 
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