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Abstract

1t is believed that the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahido Church is the prime abode and
source of Ethiopian history. In this respect, the Ecclesiastical objects which have
been used in the church are good indicators of the diversified heritage it has. Before
the establishment of museums in Ethiopia, the Church has been giving the service in
various ways. This emanates from the long history and rich heritage that the church
possesses. Than ever before, the Church is now paying due attention to the wellbeing
of its heritage and started to establish museums in various parishes churches and
monasteries. However, this practice of museum establishment has its own challenges
and prospectus. 1o this end, this paper is targeted to assesses the existing situation in
these church and monastery museums, identify the challenges and prospectus and in turn
specify the better ways forward. The study is conducted bytaking four church museums
as samples and using observation, interview, document study and related techniques
as a data collection tools. The collected data of different types are sorted and analyzed
using descriptive analysis technique. Accordingly, appreciating the growing process
of museum establishment in various churches and monasteries, the study indicates the
need for regulation which will enable the church conserve, research and promote its
heritage better. In the meantime, the establishment of museums should be in line with
the existing realities of the church or monastery concerned. This will make the church
economically benefited apart from elongating the survival of it heritage.
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'https://www.britannica.com/topic/history-of-museums-398827 (accessed on 19/06/2017)
0. hoqu-:
3 Anais Wion, the national archive and library of Ethiopia, HAL archives-ouverts,2010,p.1
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>Zelalem Getinet, “"Potentials and challenges of Entoto Saint Mary Church to heritage tourism devel-
opment”. Journal of Hospitality and Tourism Management, Vol. 6(5), pp. 47-59, July, 2015.

® Encyclopaedia Aethiopica, Vol.5 p. 454
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"Meabangistu Gobezie, Lalibela: A Museum of living Rocks, Addis Ababa, 2012.
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$Mengistu Gobezie, “Entoto St.Mary Museum: The Oldest Ethiopia Church Museum” Journal
of Ethiopian Church Studies, 2010, No.1. p. 74.
Encyclopedia Aethiopica, Vol.5. p. 454.
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AIMCAC 5. ATGE NGo0-G%F NS oo HPITF HCHC ovl% hAL
PHHLHGT oo HPIOF AmPAL Tt OFavAbt w0k TINTI® 0-¢- h.8h
IR WGP ANMSGSTN AG AIMM TICLI° NATR4 G0 Pht hFl
BHIS ALLBET AFET® ATPIC oo 0NF® ao-HPI® 77 NaodlN.e (A0
AT NEA T ) ooeHP9e POLPIS LRSS 9P 8T ik PCOTT A0L
TYPLAN ALTAI: NPCOT ALPH AIACT OH oao-HP9® ¢oU75 - PCOT
PANT TR d WA AAAN, N9L0A L8 POLIAR 1= 9°N7 049 TIndaven,
0 NeoPANG NADU: NAGLLEd: P°N3eT ool AL T4 mar ¢oLTT

PCOTI® DAA 10-::

AL PONT ALLEEHT®79° OWrovAht NaoCaoldPF POt ao-HPI°T
PCOE POUTIOVT@® oo +P1 CHIMavATF@ PHALY PCRGS aom? PAT®-
+9° ATGT (show cases)? A PCOE 08 C 1AALT (captions) LA O T1F:
PPeT @ @075 N0 PAFHDE. (L T79° NATHNC ao-HPI°9° £I° ATETG
MNALTT 9901 BFAAN: APTaoTF@9° (ANHE®- AN PCEK Pwi-S A INIPT
ATPOPN IOF COL0N A7 E oo tbAPh NF @ N4 NHAL PhSP ANMSETOG
ATONCT DrooAnt M0N0 £AS Firdd PO oo aooopn SFAA::
o9 ATNT TGk AL AmPAL (L ACHLEET aoHPIPT AL £9.em T
W 779° hAL PHHLHSG T ooHPITS ONONFTa7 ARG N6F N7INL1%:
LA Ach@ AZIALTT TPI° AL PPA- ST

Nam#AL CPCH TNPS FO-@F ATPOPOLTI OGL ANLFT ETICPT
a7 a1 AT A AZ°AA: - 0G0 NS Al aoHPI°T

2a0 ML A0 A0NE P04~ NA&T 9°MMeT 1890 ao<HPI® AlVIY::
Hayiq St.Estefanos-Abune Iyesus Moa Communal Monastery Museum booklet, 2011, p.13.

Yen h@o U+ OAL (A MUST)T PATINC @45 Mt AV AdhdS ChTHOC
ao @5 0N9° hANt854::
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NATPNC oD 009° NOHPC ok Panet hCoLesE11%7E7 +Ens
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"Mengistu Gobezie, “Entoto St.Mary Museum: The Oldest Ethiopia Church Museum” Journal
of Ethiopian Church Studies, 2010, No.1. p. 74.
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Grace Morley, Fundamentals of Museology; (Hyderabad, 1985).
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