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(Reception of Ethiopic Enoch in Ga‘az
Literature: Annotated Translation and Textual

Analysis)

HA ALON ANTFD- A

ABSTRACT

The book of Enoch is one of the ancient compositions, which exists centuries before
the birth of Christ and preserved only in Ga‘az language while it has been lost, for over
2,000 years in the world. Currently, Scholars of philology, ancient history, and Second
Temple Judaism, and the Origins of Christianity are interested in studying the Ethiopic
Book of Enoch. However, their primary objective is not to investigate the position of
Enoch in Ethiopic literatures rather to enhance their knowledge of Jewish folklore and
to seek information upon the religious ideas of Judaism, especially concerning the
Messiah. Above all, the Enochic scholars in the west judged the Book of Enoch
as ‘book of idolatry and magical practice’.

The general objective of this study, therefore, is focused at exploring the role of
1Enoch in the production of medieval Ga‘az texts and investigating the themes of
Enochic readings by analyzing words, lines, stanzas, and paragraphs of Enochic
writings which might indicate the Ethiopian socio-religious context in which the book
has been transmitted and used. Hence, both prose and poetic manuscripts are consulted.
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Then, the quotations from Ethiopic Enoch  explained in the light of the Book of
Enoch accompanied by other liturgical and historical writings and annotated translations.

The result showed that the Book of Enoch was frequently referred and used as a source of
Go‘oz literatures like in Masohafa Mostir, Mashafa Bahoroy, Mashafa Borhan, Mashafa
$dhdy, Mashafa Sa‘atat, Dorsand *Ura ’el, Méashiafd Sonkosar, ’Arke, Malkka’a Gubae
and Qone collections. The study, in general, showed that the fact that the presence of
Ethiopic Book of Enoch in the Ga‘az literature and the Book of Enoch itself doesn’t have to
do with idolatry and magical practice. Rather, in the post- Enochic literature we find the
manifestation of refined theological points of view about Trinity, Christology and
Mariology.
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R hd. LS V1T AR e A0 WNehEFF@- PCOTS NovA@- PIAT°
LANCTS 9°0-¢7 W& hI° 3 oP0VT@ oINPT 775 1o 2h APS
NCP? oA hG NovA® 9A9° WA (ch %ood- (AL Sho- (Am4NT Hoo?
MWEF7 77 000 &% AHCTH° Ao TRFTT AL ALmr 17027401
ALNTI°6NTG  (oold-avd I 'TLPA: 92040+ FA9° 77 A 9°0 Gaod|
X h$T TITIHS TITGT Al SChN: N4h @LI° NOCH £7% hiAALD-
oo ché. LN heA (20 Noof CHA) O0HPCE: haoZ ché. 'Lsn CHoNs.
A C TPOTT he1IN @F  9°04-0D-£7 aovXhd. LTT LI Yy
POIPGT ALAN NIPAAT  ANTTI® INC: 909 AT L1 aolB FAnag
NLIP39° Cavchéd. L7 NATCEE aoFC Aavfavdf IR & T M75@-
aof AH PooEavl @ h DTN, ADAN, G SN@9° N7N6 LTC PINsL 1AN 4,
A~En (Gilles de Loches) ¢-0A ¢hT°E7? (Capuchin) h-fANP avih PLSA7T NE-G
(P2017 PB) A28TI®- PULIAKR LAN4S0 A6 11633 A.hu.A LhAN-NAD-L 414 4,
T énn (Nicolas-Claude Fabri de Peiresc) AZ0A 4.L7TOR 9°U-C NaoAh- INC:: 9°U-4-9°
NMg° hooik 10 MheHE PO THF N1636 A NAS hh10  N77A
Aao-+C9°  NLANI°  h(imAT  ooih0e £TH7237 AATTE  TanAT @7 oo hé.
25N ATSTT 070N Ad13@7 ALLS T° 1 $Loo@-: hH.LI° N1681 A.h.h 19N
ALANG (Hiob Ludolf) ¢40A 9°0-C ¢HTi@ NéS &0 aoXdhé. BTh AR N7
hooX chd. 490 TPOT? CPH avRdhd. °ml (918 @9°LC L7100\ ovh7
ALIIMNF@:3  9°0L-0m-£F  ThnAG DTS av-a@7 ook hd. 1S AT o-
MNPG T COLUTFANT AN CHAMLATO M8F @ 9°6t Gov aoHLE 1297
DL AL 1@k

LAMI° M1773 A.h.h E9°0 NN CHIA®- PONTATE H®AE 3 PooRchd. 45h
NESPT7 O aAoCi 071010k o hife7? A E9°C AN 9ROt
Gavg-t (o Ae&fe NF AING AmG PEP@ A hE N9°04-0@-£79° WL
hevts Hedt? NooAl PoomG T ALN homoe@:: ST AT AC1%L7

2 Abba Daniel Assefa, (2006) “Enochic Studies in our Time”, Paper Presented at Addis Ababa University,
Addis Ababa

* Ted M. Erho and Loren T. Stuckenbruck, “A Manuscript History of Ethiopic Enoch” Journal for the study of
thePseudepigrapha, 2013,Vol 23, no.2
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o077 ook héFd hI0H ®L AINHNGE L ECovi5G L LLHINLTIML
ONE-LOATI® Fltavt:: (AT 09T MEPAOCE £IEPT +HHCT-° LI5FA:*

axhd. 1T 0L AOCE 10 NLA AHeoSP TS+ AP A0FPRA  £LLIM-
ECooSPm- AV SATT (August Dillmann) NG 8A°T7  A°OT 90H
NESPTT n9T12449°° NAL A7 e29.mP9° FC1-9°9° AGTI°hd: h8.AT7
NA Poom  APOTH T RAAETT ALMT  NooXdhd. WTh AL
P°CI° ¢ T +TA® INC::

€. N7 hé. 150 AL CTLLT °CI°CH5 o m, 1T
h®C P7r

neg A tmea@ ook hi. 1n hI0H ®L AR AR £7EDTF hootClhoo- OHIC
N209° A+ L8 P70+ NARShET NAOCTS NANG-HA POLTT FAAS
APO 7 oo hd. L7 NCA K 07 o071 emrdA:i 10R9° HCHar
LOLANI A PULAMT Rl h9PF LR@9° AL hooghood. €171 160
PO AP NESTh O 0CTAT  Gootk  ACTANNN: NAOCE AOFRT
A8 T 9°  ETLTm NChd DY P&l 9°LP  HTILPTI oo dhd.  BSh

Y goxchd. BN DN OL ATIANE OALE DANNT ACTOLA: DI 262T o0t 0155
NEA Hood 014G AL PHoowlAdS NTCLAC wEC L0hd CTHHIE®T FCT-9° aoTen
AFTAANTT E. Isaac, « 1 (Ethiopic Apocalypse of) Enoch. A New Translation and Introduction », The Old
Tesament Pseudepigrapha Vol. 1 (J. H. Charlesworth ed.), DoubleDay, 1983. N120£5®- a%A Hao? h 29710
AL oo chd. 1SR MATICEI® FTIChd:: ooR hé-9° AL 200 1108 9°04-65F ALTTT 142
P°0L-62F Fh@EAchA:: ACTT PhILI T @ TCT1-9° ook hé. '15h N1195@- e Hoor9™ Ty
hHLEP® NéT ML AZICE AILtavhh favdnd-A (Daniel Assefa 2006)::

> eh NTIraer AT PTST HCE T crtical edition A0de  Amé-  LFAAN:

hANI®-9° K35 12°FT NImPAT 0NESPF ovhhd  PATT  ARYIPT  ovanConCi A4-GPF7
NPT FENT@T “ITG T A7%U9° P3N PRI HhbAT 0790 CARYTETT o0 h
A%l®+ aonC LTI

(Daniel Assefa 2006):: h4.A?T7 N71A FCAN (A7IAHE) NESTPTT NPTIAAC NFAA aodir hAP
o-1-9° (critical edition) AH.2¥-1:A:: Charles, R. H., The Ethiopic Version of the Book of Enoch : Edited from
Twenty-Three Mss. Together with the Fragmentary Greek and Latin Vesions, Anecdota Oxoniensia, Semitic
Series 11 ; Oxford, Clarendon, 1906. ):: 0l &729° T33P AOATT (AT 065 A Ctoowld O19°
TMUOEE L3 ®AANT( M. A. Knibb, The Ethiopic Book of Enoch : A New Edition in the Light of the
AramaicDead Sea Fragments (2 vols.), Oxford, Clarendon, 1978)::  NAT'r A% PoL7T 1 Cooik hi.
3 NEGSPT PTeTo A7 DAavovl APOTT b0 hAR AT9° A7 “LENLAT LmboIn-
(M. hotv-)::
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TG+ Hee NP0NAT Gook: (A4 ATL9LANNNG ook hé NI°AG T +mNP
POLTIDG PHAN® N70H €73 Noohr ATGSHTF® Tét OLA9° NH PO
VIC Tavl-14PF 010H €787 A7L71.9m A0 7 hOd (2006) £NLSNA::

NALU-& 18719 AL I0F9° $&oo AL+ NCHPN (P.AN) n3F@ hea HooF
AP Al ACHTS 18919 oot 40 CINL@Y PALUE AICTTE QVAS
Fen P7Lemr APOTT AdeXdhd. LTh heHE 03 BAMACRTE TS AL
NFOTF aoXdhd. LTh (K80 &7 oGt 29019 NhPCLTS &4
APCET OHFw- Al 230F O0T a7% T ATL AFmePAINAAT NPT Y
AP oo O-0T LADT 0F AG T RIRPTIITIFP €/ LAh
eI 1 APt (AVFCSLT)  AS PordNATT €4 TICT  ACITSE
AT 4£8 P2lmboo. IPCICTT LS NE$h 09° N%9lmé- ook dvt
YAFI° nEavs9° M-AD- TILLT DT GTAA hOd- (2008) ANe-CHPA::

APCLO LU-S% “has9® E9°C ANVHE o0y 2h AW 13 NTrd AL
NACE LooMA... hhahAdT PSAT IC ooTHhd NA AR L729° -1+
16127 (1714) 02901 P10AD aoRXchd. 150 OHaoy hPCLT CINLO7 Phildd-
03 70X Lavhnjd-i\::

AT T A APOTF oA hd. BSh MASO ST 00T ALAO0 ACHTNT
anao\it “ONL. Adhhavh P/ POAM- AL N79.A@ ANAKX AL TROT AWT150LL
PTGHP T AOPIMPAS: NPT (b ACOLELT AM®- HILI° TAP O1§¢-
ATLINLD TGRT LALA:: AZ°AA NLhANNC? (Nickelsburg 2001) A7L+1AR@
PAIIMA HEY®E PAI MO HANA 7L CE: mCarAN (Tertullian): AC270 (Origen)
AT PamANA-T LadAd.::’

E. T %4.0-?

PaleRe ACTLAN APHLE 0T ACHEELT APV ChPCLOT PRUS7
°0NCTTS ChPCLO-£7 a@-7 TIVCTS Ad6T oowlt hLClD- avR hé-
PHAL@ Ph8Y° ONHEF  Fo-AE NTI@- MINE BSh oo A1 hA-L
nNS7 oAhGT AL W% PTLO TPNAD-F A 204007 PAT@® 9°AhS

® G. Boccaccini (ed.), Enoch and the Messiah Son of Man, Revisiting the Book of Parables, Grand Rapids,
Eerdmans,2007. G. W. E, Nickelsburg, A Commentary on the Book of 1 Enoch, chapters 1-36 ; 81-108,
Minneapolis, Fortress Press, 2001, 83-86. (M40 470 2006 AZ&tmPAd-)::

T o chd. LN 0K AT T O @0T PTLMP0e PTHT AVETIS U677 09° NHCHC A% 0

Nickelsburg2001, 87-100 -+é-&-@+7 avav il m$2Y, 1+
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27 hWA AP o PAICH ovA9Pt  (Hypothesis) ao&hé- 01ALP Hoo
PhAg A0 oPRWEPTT AT AL PPH AT LH@-9° P.Ah 300 Goot
Eg°¢ Adh 165 P.An AZLDY L0NAS: 977 RL? ACLA®YC ehdoomet
a9 PHALY 1 PN IDT AT ool OhC AL h-9°¢-7(Qumran)
NN 0F 29¢ ¢is Pir?°e7 7704-0N (Qumran community) aA0's @L79°
UN.8.P7 (Essene or Hasideans)® €704 97404-01 (community) ®E79° L729°
PAICH PLav hlPT AT W77 &me2IA- (Nickelsburg 2001:65):: A7472°F
ATLEDT ooX hd. 15N MhéA T3P AT8ATIS ACOLLTTI® AI1LAGT P1L5G
ATINLET9° e9°hs. Ng- (. T, Milik 1976)%: @17 A7TH. &N A% ONANT
OF T APALYTT ATFAN: 2RI PHE 71 Gov AN, (h-9°¢-7 PRDT
e+ 145 TPAT (Qumran Scrolls) h2000 %Govd NAL AL%%7 LhaPms.
N (GTF@-G PovXchd. L7 TPOT GHO- NooTiHT@ aoRhé NhSO .57
PO 7T ANaoR§T Al ITMPA: CTPAEI® aoTi CovRhd. ST T3Pt
NUIT ORIC 06NE-LOTS  Ohé-218n P1A4 hPA  ooAhGT19°  AGAP°
NN POP heHE UG Aol BT LA TV APorE ASNT
LLAEI® Nn9°s-7 OHTTId CavRdhd. Wn NS NLATT  aomT  ASWETar
aANTA® (A0 SN 2006)::  PHTI® PovXchd. 2SR N4-S h20H N4-S HC
(70N) 2C AIRAC h&Advd 5 Noof AF INC LH ¢+7Tm-'::

8 AheEI 0N L98T PULSILOF n9A the Book of the Watchers (1 Enoch 1-36): N9°AA.
£90.51L07 n%A the Book of Parables of Enoch (1 Enoch 37-71)f Ain @t NCYS T €70.51L®-7 the
Astronomical Book or Book of Luminaries (LEnoch 72-82) ¢4-0%7 0% the Book of Dreams (1Enoch
83-90), 4G PavAan-k? AT the Epistle of Enoch (1Enoch 91-108) neia+ ¢.c8o-3-4 (Nickelsburg 2001)::
MA TG @00T hooXdhd. BT tmeaT 9°04-8G RTCT oowl PRI 0007 aoR hi.
U AhddA 1o 00 1108 9°04-6F ehddn AT AZICEDS WL FCATID- 42
06T A

? AT APTF NALSANT® Mtood L NOLAMO: aoavCe 714771 N8U-5% aoPn (Judas Maccabeus)
avl'rl PeNT @7 aoy1L Cavlmr ChL U-& AT T a7 T oo A

10 0,y37 A%9° MATAC LLLNM- ©7°ATL WIC TOAE P14 @107 10~ (J. T, Milik, The Books of Enoch :
AramaicFragments of Qumran Cave 4, Oxford, Clarendon, 1976):: ACN-9° OH.fi avAg°:G T AT0H HCO/
70 S0 T
NNL@ HPAE 9°4E hA PO 7 UL hGAT A+ PO 9° LCONT A (AQ SThA 2006)::

1 e A73 Poots FRXC(Proportion) POAAT AMZLCE AS %A1 (Ullendorff and Knibb 1977:601)
0T eoiT@9°  “LAn (Milik) ¢40A0 ATS 0PALTE oaT 4717 hlo18h 06-5PF
W00 ¥ AS hILAZ® hHI® hAANAN®- h2éh- P8 OC M TIAAC T707 @t A7215 N
“Nan P (critical review) @99 NG PACH 224~ DO BAF AUh &% £LA NAING
k7 PLavfavm- “for the first book ofEnoch, the Book of Watchers, we can calculate that exactly
50 per cent of the text is covered by the Aramaicfragments; for the third, the Astronomical Book, 30 per
cent; for the fourth, the Book of Dreams, 26 per cent; for the fifth, the Epistle of Enoch, 18 per cent” (Milik
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i, oFhé. LN TNPENT ARG TN NI
142

axhd. BT 90190 AT, OTIFO-£7 ALULT T 0T et hCok e
At T H7E AP iNéI S NNbo Pooi ALA  PINla- (LH79° A7
27 AL U-LTF (b A2°1H9° 8717 N9°06-NG 9°2e-P aNft ACHLELST 19
Pao@ NG nPGAT AhG T $TC @B Caoy ALA 1T A: LH9° (HCS-
AL 40214 NAao-£ DTG Firdl aoARS AT COLA@7 TEE TNk
ANPLIP TG TF@-9° Poopirlt OALE °R2FTS NNLL T (gradual)  AZE,
PANFPS  AhSP MDY 03T ANINLI®: (67 APA™ (2015:134) (WA H4L
CHLLT  TSHTT 0910000 C2UhtaTT  PTePT ANPIPAA: AIPAN
none-Lam aoX h& +80 +¢99 (from canon of the Hebrew Bible) a%4.mMS
A7% AL A8EMC QLM PSR T PSR HAe PO ON@-
N°hé-0- AN, A Z0S7T (rabbis) 0-H0A- PhusT @17 (Priestly groups) AS
aANEs @790 vASh (Essene, or Hasidic) 0HAA-F (+-&FTF oohhd PHdanlm-
aALP TS hhae VG Fhbde Poo@ (T @90 aoRhd. BT NUNSPT
7€ 4e0LrT  NAADS A8 T PTALO NAICH  ATLTT  LNG- T (rabbis)
AALLI°  hoo-0S  hINET aAhe T IC A8LemCS N3 AISL5L0-
ONIPA:: AT TS NI PULONLDY® o hd. WS CHAL® A9POE
aAhG T oo-F (Torah) OPTH9° L7 OFHPPSL w2 9°0nC (reference)
NooPeh AT NE-O- A1l (self-assertion) AL +ao2Cr oo SHI Poo(7
h?  ATSAPON  ©LTI°  ATLovh e OATEMLNT @ (“..Enochism was
condemned because of its lack of belief in Moses’ torah’'*:: 059> NooA hd.
2n 0T AN oL+ avAxnT (Fallen angels) PHmen@ MHGETLT 6+2-4 AL
ATLTINAD “CAMANAC ALT” (Sons of God) aoOA  ASCOT  aoArnt
AAZLA 114 1291517 (Theology) A72797.24.A0 N710N AL U-&  avX hd. 1SN

1976:5) No7AF 'I0C:: (Milik, Jozéf T. 1976, The Books of Enoch: Aramaic Fragments of Qumran Cave 4,
Oxford: Clarendon).

12 Bryk Ayele. “1 Enoch in Jude and in the EOTC “Canon”: Developing an Adequate Insight in Second Temple
Literature (STL) in the Various Ethiopian Churches for a Better Understanding of Each Other and for the
Promotion of Ecumenism and Mutual Cooperation”(PhD Thesis: University of Kwazulu-Natal,2015).

13 ghig® ¢ &/A/A NovCaolPm Pkt Govd- hhON, AL 1 NLLOI® CALU-LT AI™rt
Mandh  CHo- Lovds Lot PiNéT  L0S T OAINS  aoRhd. 5T (FPPULPFTFo-
eoLPNA-TT) hAICH PPTS oA ATIMOMN T ao®Oy hLhNST @97

4 of al1t ANTAN PHLMLVTFD ooR héF PRLM 1% LSh ooTirF NATILI™HG DATTLPNA-
-
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AL n87 oAMGT RTC @B ALCI0-FA:"

ng°oLNG b ANt ACHLES T (Western and Eastern Churches) NirA\9®
oo hé. 250 AL hOTITELDT AG 194 LT a0Vl PCovs - 35 @ 9°At
oo~ go€ovl P nNON. 1@ hooXdhd. WSh &LTor  ACINC 04891
POL.mPOT9° MCaAn'® AS ACTH (Tertulian and Origen) AT hatCor
02A9° hahs HEFS HR0T 1990LC Pol3o+@ A+ LS (Augustine of
Hippo) "m-:: Ch.AT@ PG CIMIMTTI° avAnnt O»)P ot PoLde Mo
NooA hé- ov1am: 1@ WA 0He2149° aoRchéd WTIPAS 011l AT IC
AfLLHD OA?LLCEA 10 PavXdhéd. LN TG T o-mAT holme?UTo- 1 TOTF
aohhd AAD- 188 &1 oA WG 0L ATPXE Wil ovM? AT ANG4S
eANC 037 ALTY FA? 7A@ 10+ &7 OtavAnt 9°79° ATH. ACTIME
AG  IAR DY TINGE 1T A8TAYT LhAONNCT?  (Nickelsburg 2001)
CLNEATT ovACET ANPICAAN: AT N45® oo AN ovAhd. BT NS
Nhe+E L8 ¢9130PS 044 PiNd ooi'7 NooF+h NHootr ALTEEE L+
nCOLe? koo WO PolAN 234 CHO-T Aoomr AZLFA @19°F A (..the
close ties between the Ethiopian Church and the patriarchate in Alexandria and the book’s
widespread and long-standing use in Egypt would have been a factor in the book’s
importation into Ethiopia)::” @& A CEEe  hooMl (1IA9° oA hé AL
+FP0LY T ATETIG  ANG4 PFANTT PRIl LhAONCT?  ALNLS  PIChla-
PaoRchd. 17 SHT Wi & f aodnh I°LLBS ACUT A9°ADh DC 071201
102 ATLACH ovA9* | aoRhd. 1T A AR AR T6CFF heAPTS GNP 2T
OAZLSIC  AFeRP L779° PRINH oo 9°CCT 0ALT WATTT ook hé NPAN-
FPARTFT ATV ANG4 oFAT LmeoIN: LN@9°  ovRhéT  PULLINT
(AACXLDLT)  hoLeDdT nUVT® aopnh 9°LC IC UL OATT T NPAA-

15 gon7et AT A7E oo hé? hDAALYIT (LLIr0T Calal P ACHELT Oh7e9°
ANt @ POLeT ovAhnT(Fallen angels) ¢79.0@-7 L4 O AAe aoCIIPG ooAhéd
a PN LPAINC::

16 mCavan 9°39° A7, Nookhd. B0 AL TEE N.L1919° A AL hPCLD LU-8 LT NINLT
AL A8 POLPNAG aoRhd. USTNI° NG LSh A28 134 POLPNA av B LhAD NCT7 F4:A
(Nickelsburg (2001:89) ::

17 Al AL A0, ALY@- P9910 T 045 ool ovRhd. LS 07N NheAE 248
PHN44-G P3P hINL PavAché $E (Copy) @LI9° L99° Al NHaoSP:L: MNA ATL T
ATT AATFAIC? LhANNCT &0 ALOMT avlE WD OpTT O ACHELLT Ph7e ovihe(. avhy
awPNC (h8FM-125m av il A7L ML P9L1avt avPNC) O-NT (24h £7% CFRL PATCNH
@71 (Gospel of Peter) hQA ha7& ®TAN (124°) €045 TPN IC hiTio PovRhd. 15h
o048 MBI TP AS heLI™T AMNAILL @27 (Alexandrian) AL@FF AT AL
DT 8381 TPOT NPC OTS M6 P avR hd. LS ANTTII::
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TL8TG LS TIAE LooNAN: (He149° ATL LhANNCT WiBE ook dhd.
25 A AR AR 00PTS AN OATLIAR  ATPXE L7° CTALR ANCPE
ANATS P6OPT ALTET POLTIOT UIC Noo'hS, aoXhg- AP0 W8T
oL T AIRAML R19°FA: HeT1LC NLAAONCT  (A7ST9°  NAAT)
H7&  aoRchd. 1Sn A7 ovRXhé. TIrEA  (Magical Book) hAS  AADT
AITrT  (demonolatry)  POLENHICC AFRCT  AATLEMC  NAYCH hoephnt
AeXe  hbh 5/65@m oo nN® NACAD MG NPT aoSEnT  (evil
spirits) RTTC @OT ATLINGT OATLLIr AgvAhd. 15h NATCXEe CC NF-
ARG MNP AoFé AL e A ONGA N0 LI Ch b/ T/ aoR dhd.
LS hPSAT oA hGT AL A% ALCO CHPNNTO AL hOCT®-£7
AP r AhGT T ooCIC 1LNITHE CTIS PATHTT AR TP
POLeNTA CT9°VCH 12215 NPT DAAINGT 1o NCIAT LhAONC?
Lo &N

B AMEDE 9204007 ATIPFG PRICH 4ROT LLLVTM A387% PUIC ONT AhdPT
A& e NCHEST CFPNATO. N45@- oo nH ATLTYS hHLE +£9° NINL@- Hooy 77 MP-F
OJovdn PRLT ALCID P71K4- AT LhAONCT L79° £h9° hANP@- NA aCHTS
nHPOAT  (FLA9° AN 65@ e alH  NooGeN TS NPT A9Ah @-NT AL INLT AdoIAX
ngA: 87 W8 Ch/hit0/m 94T POLLNLEST UGt £ Okl ARG hH.L9° /AT
hét Ohavd. PSLTS WLAY® (134 Gaod 9°Mmidt CaCH TS Y8991 ++NA (h&h hs7?
P9 tavd. oo G AT 4@ oo Al ACHTS  CHMShNTSao Ty 3P 429950 (State
religion) AeoT? PLLANT Hood AZLTHT  eal8av-:(Lule Melaku, Histroy of Ethiopian
Orthodox Church (2008: 63).

% the book’s acceptance was affected by elements and conditions indigenous to Ethiopia and Ethiopian
Christianity.... The story of the watchers’ breeding a world of demons, which still prey on humanity, resonated
in an environment where demons and spirits were part of one’s understanding of everyday life. The book’s
developed angelology, with its plethora of heavenly intercessors and guardian spirits, was also compatible with
such a worldview.

... The book’s portrayal of angels binding evil spirits (10:4-5, 11) and the inclusion of a text like 69:4-5 were
compatible with magical practice, and magic spells were in fact identified with Enochic revelation. 1 Enoch’s focus
on the created world, its sacred cosmology and geography and its flora and fauna, may have contributed to the
book’s popularity and helped it to exude a sense of familiarity. In a country of deep ravines and high mountain
peaks—some of them sacred—the story of the watchers’ descent onto Hermon (chap. 6) and the accounts of
Enoch’s journeys to the great mountain ranges of the west and east and the valleys of punishment would have led
the reader’s imagination through familiar terrain. Enoch’s journeys through the spice orchards to the great
tree of paradise would have resonated in a world where groves of trees were sacred. Many of the wild animals
that preyed on the Israelite sheep that populate Enoch’s second dream vision were part of the everyday
experience of many Ethiopians....In short, 1 Enoch took root in Ethiopia because: (a) it was brought there by
missionaries who came from an environment that had long cherished the book; (b) its worldview spoke to the
Ethiopians’ worldview, and the environment it imaginatively portrayed resonated with their environment; and
(c) Ethiopian Christianity lacked the theological and intellectual counterforces that led to the book s rejection in
Mediterranean Christianity.
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AT d°C 318 APO-£7T PNNL NST aAhG T GHOD @L ATXRE ooTHPA:
A h G T 0L 100 +C1ooPN (Tewodros Abraha and Seyfe Sillase Yohanns, as cited by Mersha
Alehegn, The Ethiopian Commentary on the Book of Genesis: Critical Edition and Translation. Germany:
Memminger MediemCentrum AG. (2011:2). A28 19" Oad-k: “10HGT G0 AT ALU-LTF
207 A°TANC NALSAAI® LANNN ATL N4 Tra AFeXPO-£79° hie7 U E9°C AhTE
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